AR A Y BT 10 0
US005560377A

United States Patent i (1] Patent Number: 5,560,377
Donovan 451 Date of Patent: Oct. 1, 1996
[54] DENTAL FLOSS 5,063,948 11/1991 Lloyd 132/321

5,094,255 3/1992 Ringle 132/321
[76] Inventor: Marion Donovan, 850 Park Ave., New 5,311,889 5/1994 Ringle et al. ..oooovrrerseerrneee 132/321

York, N.Y. 10021 Primary Ekaminer—Cary E. O’Connor

(211 Appl. No.: 421,747 Attorney, Agent, or Firm—George M. Gould
ppl. No.: 421, ‘

[22] Filed: Apr. 13, 1995 [57] ABSTRACT
6 The present disclosure relates to an improved floss imple-
[51] Int. CL. A6_1C 15/00 ment comprising a composite of a multifilament yarn
Eg ;‘J'.Sl‘dle" Search 132/ 13;21/’3 3?22 32239 bonded to an extruded monofilament. Both elements are
ield of Searc ) 329,

d made of polymer compounds, preferably nylon, to provide
132/329 desired ease of use of the monofilament as a leader to pass
the implement easily between the teeth or under bridges

(561 References Cited while the multifilament yarn can be provided in looped
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS embodiments, as a bush element or in the form of one or
: more tails thus providing superior flossing action when

3,789,858  2/1974 Pesce 132/321  passed between the teeth or under bridges.

4,523,600 6/1985 Donovan ... .. 132/321
4,798,216 . 1/1989 McCarty et al. ...ooveveerreesenseres 132/321
4,832,063 5/1989 Smole : 1327321 9 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets




